
Plaque with two apostles under an arcade (inv. 1000.10) 

Author:   Attributed to the ‘groupe aux gros drapes toriques’ 

Place:   Limoges 

Period:   Circa 1175-1180 

Material:  Multicolored enamel champlevé à fond vermiculé on copper, gilded 

Measurements : h. 11,1 cm x w. 8 cm 

Origin: Collection of Frédéric Engel-Gros, Château de la Ripaille, Thonon (Fr.), 
after 1903-1921 / 30.05-01.06.1921, Paris, Galerie Georges Petit, lot 133 / 
Collection of Octave Pincot, Paris, before 1946 / 25.11.1946, Paris, Hôtel 
Drouot, lot. 17, pl. III / art dealership Ch. Ratton, Paris, 1946-1953 / 
collection of Ernest and Ella Brummer, New York, 1953-1964 / by 
inheritance to collection of Ella Baché-Brummer, New York, 1964-1979 / 
17.10.1979, Zurich, Koller Brummer, lot 227 / private collection, USA, 
1979-2023 / purchase by the Jean van Caloen Foundation from Bernard 
Descheemaeker, Works of Art (Antwerp) in March 2025. 

Description: Two apostles under a double blue and white arch supporting three 
columns with capitals. The apostles, left with a scroll, right with a book, 
wear a green-yellow robe over which is a dark blue draped cloak. Their 
heads, set against a nimbus, are applied to the plaque as three-
dimensional heads. They stand against a gilded background decorated 
with ornately engraved rankwork (un fond ciselé d’un rinceau vermiculé 
doré). Below is a frieze of multicolored semicircles interrupted by two nail 
holes. At the top, a third nail hole is noticeable. Small nails held the 
plaque from the wooden core (âme de bois) of the reliquary. On the back 
is a note pasted from the auction catalog of the Frédéric Engel-Gros 
collection (1921). 
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